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Meir Ronnen

Israela Hargil: ‘Rain, Earth and Bread,’
installation (Youth Wing, Israel Museum)

Kids saw through the pretend adobe
house at once. It wasn't anything like
the real thing. Nor did they get the point
of an adjoining installation by Israela
Hargil which has a silver iodide burning
stove and chimney (once issued to
gullible Israeli farmers in an attempt to
help clouds give up their moisture)
standing on a mound of soil, above
which are suspended some 15 simulat-
ed loaves of bread arising from the
parched earth, with nary an ear of wheat
in sight, a miracle of the loaves without
the fishes.

A huge table covered with red earth
that can be easily landscaped with the
fingers into mountains and valleys
(rather like a military TEWT sandtable,
used for tactical exercises without
troops) is roped off, probably for cleanli-
ness reasons and can be used onl
under supervision. Thought up by soil
artist Micha Ulmann, it is one of the
best interactive ideas in the show.

In general, what fascinates kids are
the wonders of nature, not arty installa-

tions. Their gasps of admiration were
resarvad for tha fasrinatina variat: ~f
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